THE   T\VO   PARTIES                       347

antithesis of his opponent. Taken at his best, he
was an intensely religious man, who looked for
guidance to the Old, rather than to the New, Testa-
ment, and who delighted more in the stories of
righteous vengeance than in the mild precepts of the
Sermon on the Mount. He was very stern, cold, for-
bidding, a man whom it was almost impossible to
like and almost impossible not to respect. And from
his great hatred for worldly vanities, he became an
enemy to anything which partook of the nature of
frivolity ; he set constantly before him the pictures
of Heaven and of Hell, more especially the latter;
and he regarded life in this world as a necessary
journey to a better land, the pains and pleasures of
which were little to be regarded. lie was commonly
a moral man, generally earnest in the performance
of his duty, honest, and careful in his conversation,
but, at the same time, he had many faults. The
very depth of his fervour made him intolerant; he
was only too ready, so to speak, to " hew Agag in
pieces before the Lord," and, profoundly convinced
of his own rectitude, and unconscious of any tempta-
tion to do wrong, he could make no allowance for
the frailties of less fortunate men. And, in many
cases, he was spiritually vain ; for, inasmuch as he
believed that the Deity vouchsafed direct guidance to
him in every moment of his life, he considered that
he was immune from the danger of erring, and he
justified any action, however bad it might appear to
be, by an appeal to his God. Moreover, many
Puritans were undoubtedly hypocrites, and hypo-
crites of a peculiarly disgraceful type ; men who